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The 2015 progress report of Watershed Ecology Research Group
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The Watershed Ecology Research Group was established in 2008 for the scientific researches on the impacts of dams
on rivers and surrounding ecosystems, and looking for an ideal state of the watershed areas for the conservation of
biologically diverse river basins. Two research committees were formed within the research group, one of which mainly
dealing with aquatic ecosystems and another with terrestrial ecosystems. In 2013, the research group reported the study
results during 2008 - 2012 and the organization was restructured. The following subjects have been studied from 2014:
limonological feature of reservoirs; influences of dams on the downstream ecosystem and mitigation of the influences;
ecological interaction between reservoirs and their surrounding forests; fragmentation of aquatic organism populations
and the viability of the populations; changes of reservoir and surrounding ecosystems at the initial impoundment; and,
construction of databases on ecology of watersheds and reservoirs. In this report we show the new organization of the
research group and result summaries until 2015.
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